FREEDOM    S    BATTLE

We knew quite well what would happen to our country once
Franco had won. Had Franco been a statesman or even a man
of vision, he would have been able to profit by the fatigue, the
bitterness and disillusionment that inevitably followed the sorry
end of the brief Casado episode and, through a policy of clemency,
have softened the antipathy of the majority of Spaniards which his
brutality and his reliance on foreign bayonets had won for him.

Instead it was va victis. This could have been foreseen by anyone
who had followed his record and his utterances, especially in the
days during which mediation was being attempted by Paris and
London, when his almost daily refrain was "unconditional
surrender.'9

There was also his particularly revelatory refusal to accept, as
the Republic had done with alacrity, the proposal of Field-Marshal
Sir Philip Ghetwode, head of the British Commission for Exchange
of Prisoners, that death sentences imposed on each be cancelled
reciprocally. This was an omen of the monstrous repression to
come.

In Paris last November we estimated the number of political
prisoners in Franco's jails to be about 300,000. On January 26th,
1940 there appeared in the New York Times from Vatican City a
dispatch wherein Papal circles gave the figure as half a million.
But when I talked in London in late December with the corre-
spondent of the News Chronicle, Mr. A. V. Phillips, who had just
come from four months in a Madrid jail, I learned that the
number exceeded the million mark! Other trustworthy reports
brought by people escaping from Spain confirm Mr. Phillips's
story.

A million political prisoners a year after the end of a war is
pure insanity. On the basis of the size of the average Spanish
family this means that there are in Spain from five to six million
people who have relatives in prison. And that this has had grave
repercussions on the economic life of the nation is evidenced in
the recent speeches of the Gaudillo and his chief Minister, Serrano
Sufier, in which one detects a justifiable anxiety.

The rhythm of arrest continues unabated with the passing
months. House-to-house searches for Republicans go on. The
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